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Folk-Lore of Women as Illustrated by Legendary and Traditionary Tales, 
Folk-rhymes, Proverbial Sayings, Superstitions, etc. Ry T. F. Thistle- 
ton-Dyer, Chicago : A. C. McClurg & Co. ; London : Elliot Stock, 
1906. 12°, 254 pp. 

We have here, selected for us out of a million folk-sayings — coarse 
and fine, serious and jocular — the best, as many as the interested non- 
professional reader needs or would care to digest. Mr Thistleton- 
Dyer is doubtless the best of our English lorists to guide us in the selec- 
tion. So the reader picks up the book entirely prejudiced in its favor. 
When Mr Tylor was in our country, he said in his lecture before the An- 
thropological Society of Washington, that he had come to America to 
study old England. In reading Folk-Lore of Women one is impressed 
here and there with the suspicion that some of its proverbs are to be found 
in their fuller expression here in America. For example : 



We say : 



Beauty is but skin thick, and so doth fall 
Short of these statues made of wood or stone. 

Beauty is but skin deep, 
Ugly's to the bone ; 
Beauty soon will fade away 
While Ugly holds her own. 

And there are others that have a more simple, folk-like, unliterary air 
about them. The author's title means folk-lore about women, and not 
folk-lore composed by women. ' Some of the quotations would better be 
labeled " mean things about women, written by another sex." Though 
the following is by Mrs Browning ; 

A worthless woman ! mere cold clay, 
As false things are, [M !] but so fair, 
She takes the breath of men away. 
Who gaze upon her unaware. 

O. T. Mason. 



Morphology and Anthropology, A Handbook for Students. By W. L. H. 

Duckworth. Cambridge : The University Press ; New York : The 

Macmillan Company, 1904. 8°, xxviii, 564 pp. ($4.50.) 

This is a useful and much-needed book. It is not, to be sure, a 

book for reading, for it is too full of detailed information and too concise 

in style to be read with comfort ; but it is exactly what it claims to be — 

a handbook for students. It will likewise be useful as a reference book. 

It has its limitations also in the subject matter ; it does not attempt to 



